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AIMS AND SCOPE

The International Journal of Pharmaceutics publishes innovative papers, reviews, mini-reviews, rapid communication and notes dealing

with physical, chemical, biological, microbiological and engineering studies related to the conception, design, production, characterisa-

tion and evaluation of drug delivery systems in vitro and in vivo. ‘Drug’ is defined as any therapeutic or diagnostic entity, including

oligonucleotides, gene constructs and radiopharmaceuticals.

Areas of particular interest include: physical pharmacy; polymer chemistry and physical chemistry as applied to pharmaceutics;

excipient function and characterisation; biopharmaceutics; absorption mechanisms; membrane function and transport; novel routes and

modes of delivery; responsive delivery systems, feedback and control mechanisms including biosensors; applications of cell and

molecular biology to drug delivery; prodrug design; bioadhesion (carrier-ligand interactions); and biotechnology (protein and peptide

formulation and delivery).

EDITORIAL POLICY

The over-riding criteria for publication are originality, high scientific quality and interest to a multidisciplinary audience. Papers

not sufficiently substantiated by experimental detail will not be published. Any technical queries will be referred back to the author,

although the Editors reserve the right to make alterations in the text without altering the technical content. Manuscripts submitted under

multiple authorship are reviewed on the assumption that all listed authors concur with the submission and that a copy of the final

manuscript has been approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities in the laboratories where the work

was carried out. If accepted, the manuscript shall not be published elsewhere in the same form, in either the same or another language,

without the consent of the Editors and Publisher.

Authors must state in a covering letter when submitting papers for publication the novelty embodied in their work or in the approach

taken in their research. Routine bioequivalence studies are unlikely to find favour. No paper will be published which does not disclose

fully the nature of the formulation used or details of materials which are key to the performance of a product, drug or excipient. Work

which is predictable in outcome, for example the inclusion of another drug in a cyclodextrin to yield enhanced dissolution, will not be

published unless it provides new insight into fundamental principles.
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NOTES TO CONTRIBUTORS

Submission of a paper to the International Journal of Pharmaceutics implies: (1) that it is not being submitted for publication elsewhere; (2) the transfer
of the Copyright from the Author to the Publisher. Manuscripts submitted under multiple authorship are reviewed on the assumption that all listed authors
concur with the submission and that a copy of the final manuscript has been approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities
in the laboratories where the work was carried out. If accepted, the manuscript shall not be published elsewhere in the same form, in either the same or
another language, without the consent of the Editors and Publisher. Authors are required to include the following contact details on the title page of their
submitted manuscripts: name, full postal address; telephone; fax; and the e-mail address of the person to whom the proofs are to be sent.

For the initial submission of manuscripts for consideration, hardcopies are sufficient. The original plus two copies, complete with two sets of figures
(including originals or duplicates of sufficient quality for clarity of reproduction) and tables, accompanied with a letter of transmittal must be submitted in
English. Manuscripts should be sent to one of the Editors-in-Chief according to the geographical origin of the author. After final acceptance for
publication, your revised manuscript on disk together with two printed hard copies, should be submitted to the accepting editor. It is important that the
file on disk and the printout are identical.

Electronic manuscripts: For the processing of accepted papers, electronic versions are required. After final acceptance, a floppy disk, Zip/Jaz disk or CD-
Rom are the preferred storage mediums. MS-DOS format is also preferred, although other systems are acceptable, e.g. NEC and Macintosh (in this case,
save your file in the usual manner, do not use the option ‘save in MS-DOS format’). It is very important that you save your file in the native word
processor format. Format your disk correctly and ensure that only the relevant file (one complete article only) is on the disk. Also, specify the type of
computer and wordprocessing package used, label the disk with your name and the name of the file on the disk.

Enquiries concerning manuscripts and proofs: For enquiries relating to the submission of articles, the status of accepted articles, the preparation of
electronic artwork and any other enquiries relating to Elsevier Science, please consult http://authors.elsevier.com.
Questions arising after acceptance of the manuscript, especially those relating to proofs should be directed to Elsevier Science Ireland Ltd., Elsevier
House, Brookvale Plaza, East Park, Shannon, Co. Clare, Ireland. Tel: þ353 61 709600; Fax: þ353 61 709109/709110.

Author corrections: Elsevier will do everything possible to get your article corrected and published as quickly and accurately as possible. Therefore, it is
important to ensure that all of your corrections are sent back to us in ONE communication. Subsequent corrections will not be possible, please ensure
your first sending is complete.

For a full and complete Instructions to Authors, please refer to International Journal of Pharmaceutics, Vol. 250, No. 1, pp. 305–309.
The instructions can also be found on the World Wide Web via http://authors.elsevier.com/gfa/ijpharm

Authors in Japan please note: Upon request, Elsevier Science Japan will provide authors with a list of people who can check and improve the English of
their paper (before submission). Please contact our Tokyo office: Elsevier Science Japan, 1-9-15 Higashi Azabu1-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0044; Tel:
(+81)-5561 5032; Fax: (+81)-5561 5045.

Publication information: International Journal of Pharmaceutics (ISSN 0378–5173). For 2003, volumes 250–268 are scheduled for publication.
Subscription prices are available upon request from the Publisher or from the Regional Sales Office nearest you or from this journal’s website (http://
www.elsevier.com/locate/ijpharm). Further information is available on this journal and other Elsevier Science products through Elsevier’s website: (http://
www.elsevier.com). Subscriptions are accepted on a prepaid basis only and are entered on a calendar year basis. Issues are sent by standard mail (surface
within Europe, air delivery outside Europe). Priority rates are available upon request. Claims for missing issues should be made within six months of the
date of dispatch.
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